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Property owners throughout most of

Canterbury and the West Coast owe

much for their protection from fire to

small bands of well-trained men—

and in one case women—the volunteer
fire brigades.

Tom, Dick and Reg are among the 85
volunteer firemen in the Christchurch area,,
Nancy, Nora and Joyce are volunteer (inmglmrs
too,

‘Tl sttiree women firefighters live in the West
Cotst's Brunner district, about eight miles from
Greymouth. During the 18 months they have been
with the brigade they have helped fight about ten
!m-x-—mr.ludmg three houses and a big timber

mill blaze.

Quite rightly, they are
the pride of the Coast.

Mrs Naney. Wylie has
four children. During
the day, when the 15
male volunteer ficemen
are at work, she gener-
ally drives the district’s
re engine—a converled
Land Rover.

Her sister, M
C I, who 5
and a  close

the trio

But the Hst doos Thot r-n!
there. Until she and b
band ledt the dists
Logan was an Beuve memb\‘
al Hh‘ briﬂat .

on hand to swell

H!Ir rx'nks :|l times is Mrs
Cathertoe Smith, wile of the
man who took oa the task of
traiving  the  women
firefighters.

SACRIFICES

Volunteer  firefighters, b
devolion 1o a somelinwes
dangerous  duty, save ihe
nation a great deal of money
every year — and ml only in
the Imeﬂb'ill‘i

As the nslg they

o nok ge( on tap of
this they alten e have lo make
sacrifices when the alurm calls
them info acthon.

1'h|er! was that
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MNora Bernard and Joyce Creagh on the hose . . . “The men in the brigade treat v g¢ Sguals.”

New Brighton is busiest

““The other day 1 came back hated miss
from a fire and found one of the only a grm'?
men at the station with a face
long as a fddle. He simply

The Christehurch Metropoli-
tan Fire Board gives Brighton,
Sumner and Lytteiton a yearly

Canterbury has 27
main volunteer fire bri-

D|at||rt It was

wodldn't be volunteers other.
wise.
“There’s @ Jot of pleasure in
ing fre."”

gades. Staffs vary from
15 to 24. Christchurch
and Timaru are the only
full-time brigades.

cal
“The: m»m brlxadc Ima a

mﬂ Bsandllunm 13 at

grant of $1400 each.

In volunteer fire Bghting
cireles, the Brighton brigade is
renowned for ks support fram
Ilmse groerations of the Slokes

amily.
hhlee 1500 I ‘i‘m's rns Mm
in charge
Today's fire rhrt at ﬂn: sea—
side suburb is Reg Stokes, He
joined a5 a 15-vear-pkd messen-
ger in 1929,
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Short

Mrs \\‘}lln-
clothes,
sdren, o Mrs Sue Logan, wile

local scheolmaster, o
ter by Car.

5. “A hous
. Joyee. my slster, came

Nora was the oaly ono of
'hc wamer voluneers lo sem
the Queen that day — and that
was only because she was in

ut at least Mr Lagan, wha
Dow I|\-\es in lhe North Island,
Q.m take the children to

't el all right, | we
l}alﬂ'cluhcs and change nto
On &.nmr
Wylle ‘was in Reasion “‘5
when i the siren wenL.
1 threw on & pair of "
other clothes and df<S

Before the Dobson mine
closed down, the brigads x5
servid by men
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Velunteer fireman Alf Smith,
of Stillw took on the chal-
l'.u:. af ing the wamen.
61, traiped "m
hnuewncs anee’ a week

READY

*“The hardest thing early on
was trying to remember what
been told the week be-
irs Wylie said with a

lan

“Then Alf Smith said we
were re

““The siren went one dey and
’lir;ﬂ!mlr mndeml wl\ene lhe

*Now 1 eh::rwslunng aibout
the job is nettm% ] llw sl.nlbon
I live about h le away
nml unmll.y i,

re generally puffed out
and ihalr.lm; lke & jeliy by the
time we et to the engine.”

Ars Wyllie's pride sounded a
little dented when she said:
“We women have nover
tackled a fire from start to
finish. The men penerally ar-
rive a few minutes after Wl: a8
g0t to the blazs and the hose:

LF men treat us like Wa
this 3}, 2 [wwldnlmwun
SUSppNDED
[hu fire stalion since 1m h.nm bty ]:d"ﬂllnr in_tha
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Oldest serving freman there firefight
i]s M\wrﬂg‘ mmm.knmm. av:m :nu end mﬂl‘or a_short
oungest is 18-year shiey me last year until a
Fitchett, insurance cover could ﬁ
Reg Stokes, \A'l! tuned 57 ra;ﬁ.
the other day. admits that at L problem was soan over-
nmesbenn:sedmlnuhisehll come and now they wear
drén growing up. “Sometimes fibreglass  hats  —  “the
i il et T O
Ta:m Nw‘l tell our Joung The vartal hajoars vl
neglect children too m unteer firefighter?
i)eemm’;:;rpa mm:" . "Sﬁm someone’s  house,
Reg Stokes, fire chief at They're a dedicated ki these Restocking hoses at the New Brighton fire statien are from left: Volunteer firemen mwmlvmﬂmﬂ---
New Brighton: “Volunieers g‘;’ggm_ﬂ» they - | Ashley Fitchat, at 18 the youngest member of the brigade, Ray Kiesanowski and its borrible” said birs

hate missing o fire” Scoording to Reg Diokes. " Keith Beardsley. i




